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— The King of Italy has conferred on Professor James Hall, 
of Albany, the decoration of commander of the order of St. Mauri- 
tius and St. Lazarus. He has also presented Dr. T. Sterry Hunt, 
of Boston, the decoration of officer of St. Mauritius and St. 
Lazarus. 

— A despatch from Berlin says that William Charles Hartwig 
Peters, the German naturalist and traveler, is dead. Professor Pe- 
ters was born in Coldenbuttel, Schleswig, April 22, 181 5. He 
studied in Copenhagen and Berlin. He became known to the 
public by his exploration, from 1842 to 1847, under the auspices 
of the Prussian Government, of Mozambique, which he described 
in a work of four volumes, published between 1852 and 1868. 
From this work Bleek compiled his " Languages of Mozambique" 
(London, 1856). Professor Peters was connected for many years 
with the medical department of the University of Berlin, and in 
1857 he succeeded Lichtenstein as Professor of Zoology and 
Director of the Zoological Collections. Professor Peters resem- 
bled an Englishman or Dane rather than a German. His temper- 
ament was rather sanguine, and his mental and physical move- 
ments more rapid than is usual with the Germans. He was an 
accute zoologist and an untiring worker. His most important 
contributions are in the department, of Vertebrata. He leaves a 
considerable family. , . 

PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

National Academy of Sciences. — The annual stated session 
of the National Academy of Sciences was held in Washington, 

D. C, commencing Tuesday, April 17, 1883, at 11 a. m., at the 
National Museum. The following papers were read : 

I. On the genesis of metalliferous veins, by Joseph LeConte; 
2. On the composition of the venom of serpents, by S. Weir 
Mitchell and E. T. Reichert; 3. On the change in the properties 
of Atoms and Atomic groups caused by a change in the position 
of a molecule, by Ira Remsen ; 4. On the nascent state of oxy- 
gen, by Ira Remsen ; 5. On barometric gradients, by Elias 
Loomis; 6. On the structure of the skull in Hadrosauridae, by 

E. D. Cope ; 7. Determination of the inequalities of the moon's 
motion which are produced by the figure of the earth. A sup- 
plement to Delaunay's " Theorie du Mouvement de la Lune," by 
G. W. Hill; 8. Maxima and minima tide-predicting machine (ex- 
hibition of the machine), by W. Ferrel ; 9. On the measurement 
of wave lengths of heat, by S. P. Langley; 10. The decay of rocks, 
geologically considered, by T. Sterry Hunt ; 1 1. On the spectrum 
of an argand gas burner, by S. P. Langley; 12. Efficiency of 
storage batteries, by George F. Barker; 13. Photographs of the 
great comet of 1882, by C. H. F. Peters; 14. Progress in spec- 
trum photography, by H. A. Rowland; 15. Some experiments 
upon a method of forming a visible image of the solar corona, by 
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A. W. Wright; 16. On the phosphorescence of sulphate of qui- 
nine, by A. W. Wright ; 17. Further generalizations regarding 
complex inorganic acids, by Wolcott Gibbs ; 18. The Fauna of 
the Gulf of Mexico, by A. Agassiz; 19. On the great object-glass 
made by Alvan Clark & Sons for the Pulkovva Observatory, by 
Otto von Struve. 

The following foreign associates were elected : Struve, Adams, 
Cayley, Clausius, Dumas, Helmholtz, Kirchoff, Pasteur, Stokes, 
Sylvester, Hooker, Thomson, Anvers, Bertrand, Huxley, VirchoW, 
Berthelot, Boussingault, Chevreul, De Candolle, Kolliker, Oppol- 
zer, Richthofen, Wurtz. 

The following members were elected : Gilbert, Bell and Billings 
of Washington, and Hill and Jackson of Cambridge, Mass. 

The following officers were elected : O. C. Marsh, president ; 
Simon Newcomb, vice-president; Asaph Hall, home secretary; 
and Professor Young, to fill a vacancy in the council. 

SlTZUNGSBERICHT DER GeSELLSCHAFT NATURFORSCHENDER 

Freunde zu Berlin. 18S2. — Jan. 17. Herr P. Ascherson ex- 
hibited some leaves of Sahx safsaf Forsk., and some petals of 
Alcea ficijolia L., brought by Herr G. Schweinfurth from the 
newly-found sarcophagi of the Egyptian kings of the eighteenth 
to the twentieth dynasty. Salix safsaf is at the present time 
common in Egypt and in the oases.and the dried leaves exhibited, 
though at least 3437 years old, closely resemble those of the re- 
cent plant in texture and nervation. Alcea ficifolia is not indigen- 
ous in Egypt, but is commonly cultivated there, and its occur- 
rence in the tombs of the kings proves how ancient is its cultiva- 
tion ; Herr H. Dewitz discussed the method by which flies and 
other insects climb a vertical surface of glass, and supported the 
assertion of Blackwall, viz., that it is effected by means of an exu- 
dation of a gummy nature; Herr Max Bertels showed a drawing 
made by A. Bosjesman, and spoke of the coexistence of the 
power of design, with a low state of culture in other respects, as 
exhibited by the drawings of the cave-men of Dordogne, Bush- 
men, Eskimo, etc.; Herr W.Peters described three new species of 
Hyperolius and one of Limnodytis, batrachians from Southern 
Africa. 

Feb. 21. — Herr P. Ascherson described botanical specimens col- 
lected in North Africa ; Herr A. W. Eichter spoke upon the 
double flowers of Platycodon and upon the " bayonet grass" 
(Aciphylla coensoi Hook) of New Zealand, an umbellifer with 
narrow parallel-veined pinnated leaves thickly sown with spines; 
Herr F. Hilgendorff made a communication upon some Crustacea 
from Senegambia. Among them were the new species Ocypoda 
hexa^onara, Paratelphusa brevicarinata and Telplmsa limula; Herr 
F. Hilgendorff" mentioned the discovery of Spongilla fluviatilis at 
Tokio, Japan ; Herr W. Peters described a new species or well- 
marked variety of the ophidian genus Macroproton, from Mo- 
rocco. 
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American Philosophical Society. — May 19. — " A contribu- 
tion to a Monograph of the North American Syrphidse," by Dr. S. 
W. Williston, was presented; Professor Cope read a paper upon 
the " Classification of the Ungulate Mammalia." 

June 16. — Horace F. Jayne, M.D., presented a communication 
entitled " Revision of the Dermestidse of the United States ;" 
and a paper entitled " Radiant Heat an Exception to the second 
law of Thermodynamics," by H. T. Eddy, of the University of 
Cincinnati, was also read. 

Aug. 18. — Dr. Genth read a paper entitled " Contributions from 
the Laboratory of the University of Pennsylvania." 

Sept. 15. — Professor Cope exhibited and described some re- 
markable new fossil forms from the Permian rocks of Texas, and 
communicated a " Third Contribution to the History of the Ver- 
tebrata of the Permian formation in Texas." 

Oct. 6. — Professor Lewis read a paper on the Terminal Moraine 
in Pennsylvania ; Mr. Chase communicated a sixth series of Pho- 
todynamic notes; Professor Cope described Meniscoessus conquistus, 
the first mammalian species discovered in the Cretaceous. 

Oct. 20. — Dr. H. C. Wood offered for publication in the Transac- 
tions a memoir entitled " On the nature of Diphtheria, a clinical 
and experimental research, by Drs. H. C. Wood and H. F. For- 
mad ;" Commodore E. Y. McCauley offered for publication in 
the Transactions a Dictionary of the Egyptian language ; Professor 
I. C. White's communication on the " Geology of the Cheat river, 
West Virginia," was read ; Professor Claypole's notes on the 
" Commingling of fossil forms," " The discovery of Holoptychins 
americanns low in the Chemung, at Leroy, Bradford Co., Pa," and 
on a mistake in the Geological map of Bradford county, were 
read; Mr. Lesley described " Some recent observations of the 
amount of ice erosion along the crest of the Kittatinny moun- 
tain," by Professor H. C- Lewis; Professor Cope communicated 
a catalogue of fifty-eight species entitled " Synopsis of the Verte- 
brata of the Puerco Eocene epoch," and a paper " On the system- 
atic relations of the Carnivora." 

Nov. 3. — Mr. Lesley exhibited some of the recent publications 
of the Second Geological Survey of Pennsylvania, and showed 
how near completion it now is. 

Dec. 1. — Mr. Lesley made some remarks on the Egyptian 
character of certain Hebrew names. The user, or jackal-headed 
staff, was in use in royal names from the 4th to the 19th dynasty, 
and the Hebrew name Is'ral, corresponds with the hieroglyphic 
Usrra. Esau is the Edomite Shasu. 

Jan. 5. — Professor Cope communicated a paper entitled " First 
Addition to the Fauna of the Puerco Eocene." 

Jan. 19. — A committee of three were appointed to draw up a 
memorial to Congress urging the continuance of the Light-house 
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Board and of the Coast Survey under the direction and control of 
the United States Treasury Department. 

Feb. 2. — Dr. Rothrock read a memoir on the microscopic dif- 
ferences in woods ; and after discussion, with special reference to 
the occurrence of abnormal rings in the timber, Mr. Price re- 
marked that Dr. Rothrock's important practical discovery was the 
direct result of the practical use to which the American Philo- 
sophical Society had put its portion of the Michaux legacy ; Dr. 
Frazer presented a paper entitled " Some comparative tables 
showing the distribution of Ferns in the United States, by G. E. 
Davenport. 

Feb. 16. — Professor H. C. Lewis introduced a discussion upon 
the thickness and movement of the Continental glacier. 

March 2. — Mr. H. Hale read a paper on the Tutelo Indians and 
their language ; Dr. Frazer described some useful improvements 
in the aneroid barometer, suggested by him, and exhibited two in- 
struments so improved, by Hicks, of London ; Professor Cope de- 
scribed as preposterous certain explanations of the extinction of 
fossil mammalia in the West by cold or by drought. 

March 16. — Dr. Brinton read a paper by Professor T. F. Crane, 
of Cornell University, entitled " On Mediaeval Books and Stories;" 
Professor Cope communicated a paper entitled " Fourth Contribu- 
tion to the History of the Permian Formation of Texas." 

Biological Society of Washington — April 13. — Communi- 
cations were read by Professor L. F. Ward, on the Hybrid oaks 
of the District of Columbia ; by Mr. B. F. Johnson, entitled Ob- 
servations on the climbing of snakes ; Professor C. V. Riley made 
remarks on the bag- worm ( Thyridopteryx ephemermformis ; ) Mr. F. 
W. True on the tape-worm and other parasites in the eggs of the 
domestic fowl ; Dr. Thomas Taylor on the living parasitic mites in 
the lungs, cavities and tissue of domestic fowl, and Mr. N. P. Scud- 
der on the muskrat {Fiber zibethicns) in captivity. 

New York Academy of Sciences, April 30. — The following 
papers were read : — On the decay of building stones, part 11, with 
illustrations from the old cemeteries of New Utrecht, Flatbush, 
etc., by Dr. Alexis A. Julien ; On the disintegrated sandstone at 
New Durham, N. J., by Mr. Nelson H. Darton. 

Boston Society of Natural History, March 7. — Professor G. 
Fred. Wright read a paper on the glacial phenomena of Ohio, and 
Mr. S. Garman presented a few notes on the fossil horses. April 
18. — Mr. William M. Davis discussed the connection of gorges 
and waterfalls with glacial drift. May 2. — At the annual meeting 
the curator, secretary and treasurer presented their annual reports 
on the condition and doings of the society. The officers for 1882-3 
were elected. The rest of the evening was given to an account of 
the altar-mounds and sacrificial rites of the mound-builders of 
the Ohio valley, by Mr. F. W. Putnam. 



